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Boeotians constantly contended for its pos-
session from the 6th century B.C. to 338 B.C.,
when the former secured it permanently.

Orpheus, in ancient Greek legend, a son of
the muse Calliope, was regarded as the most
famous of the poets who lived before Homer.
He came from Thrace, and accompanied the
Argonautic expedition. Apollo gave him a
lyre, and the Muses taught him its use, so that
he charmed not only wild beasts, but even the
trees and stones of Olympus.

Orpiment, arsenic trisulphide, AssSs, is
found in nature in Hungary and the Harz
Mts., sometimes crystallized. It is usually,
however, prepared artificially by precipitating
a solution of arsenious oxide in hydrochloric
acid by hydrogen sulphide; or better, by sub-
liming arsenious oxide with sulphur.

Orr, Alexander Ector (1831-1914), Ameri-
can merchant, was born in Ireland and settled
in New York City in 1851. On the Rapid
Transit Commission he did much to bring
about a feasible scheme of underground transit
for New York City. For many years he was
prominent in philanthropic and charitable
movements in New York City and Brooklyn.

Orrery, a machine for demonstrating the
motions of the solar system, was probably in-
vented by George Graham (1675-1751). An
offspring of the orrery is the modern 'Plane-
tarium/ a German invention of the optician
Zeiss. The first in America was built (1929-30)
on an- island in Lake Michigan, off Chicago.
This instrument now is regarded as a mere toy.

Orrery, Roger Boyle, Baron Broghill and
First Earl of (1621-79), British statesman and
dramatist; served with the royalists in Ire-
land in the Civil War; afterwards assisted
Cromwell in reducing Ireland. He was a mem-
ber of Cromwell's House of Lords (1657), and
one of the committee that recommended
Cromwell to assume the title of king.CHAjRLES
BOYLE, FOURTH EARL OF (1676-1731), has
been immortalized hi Swift's mock-heroic
Bat&e of the Books (1695-8). He is chiefly
noted for his part in a literary dispute with
Bentley, who completely crushed "Mm by his
Dissertation on the Epistles ofPhalaris (1697).
JOHN BOYLE, FIFTH EARL OF (1707-62), the
friend of Pope, Swift, and Dr. Johnson. His
Remarks on Swift, disfigured by malice, is the
first contemporary account of that writer

(1751)-

Orris Root, the roots of Iris florentina, I.
pallida and I. germanica, principally of the
first, used as a perfume. Orris is used chiefly to
scent dentifrices and other toilet powders, its
fragrance being violet-like.

Orthoclase is potash feldspar, often con-
taining a considerable percentage of soda. It
is the characteristic feldspar of granite and
quartz porphyry, in which it sometimes occurs
in individuals several inches in diameter.

Orthodoxy, soundness of belief, especially
in religious doctrine. It implies the existence
of the standard of theological truth, which is
supposed to be found in the general consensus
of Scripture and ecclesiastical tradition. But
the theological standing of an individual is
judged of an orthodox (or heterodox) not so
much by appeal to any general or universal
creed, as rather by reference to the particular
formularies of his own church. Hence the
heterodoxy of one age may become the ortho-
doxy of a later. The Greek Church calls itself
the Holy Orthodox Church.

Orthography. Orthography is properly the
art of writing words according to the conven-
tionally correct spelling. The practical con-
siderations affecting the decision as to what is
orthographically a correct spelling have large-
ly to do with the question of convenience and
general utility. The great majority of English
words are now invariably spelled in one way,
as given in the dictionaries, by educated peo-
ple, and for these words that spelling is, in the
present state of our language, the one ortho-
graphically correct.

Ortlcr Croup, of Alps, between Adda,
Adige, and Oglio valleys, includes the glaciated
Ortler group proper, with the Ortler (12,802 ft.,
the highest summit in the e. Alps), Konigs-
spitze, 12,655 ft., Monte Cevedale, 12,382 ft.

Ortolan, a term often used by writers to
describe some indefinite small bird highly es-
teemed as a table delicacy; and sometimes
more definitely applied to the American reed-
bird, or bobolink.

Orton, Edward (1829-99), American ge-
ologist, born in Deposit, N. Y. In 1869-75 he
was assistant state geologist of Ohio, being
meanwhile President of Antiocji College, 0.
(1872-73), and the first president of the Ohio
Agricultural and Mechanical College (after-
ward the Ohio State University) in 1873-81.
He was state geologist of Ohio in 1882-99. He
was an expert on the geology of oil and gas
regions.

Orvieto, walled tn. Perugia prov., Italy, 26
m. n. of Viterbo. It is reached by a funicular
railway, and occupies the site of the Etruscan
city of Volsinii. Its cathedral, which dates
from the 13th century, is one of the finest
Gothic structures in Italy. The Palazzo So-
liano is another noted building; p. 18,208.

O. S., Old style, in the calendar.